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Art. XXIII. Varicose Veins; their Nature, Consequences, and Treatment, Pallia- 
jfa• and Curative. By Henry T. Chapman, F. II. C. S.,formerly Surgeon to 
tho St. Gcorgo’s and St. James's Dispensary, anil Bomctimo Lecturer on Sur¬ 
gery at tho School of Medicino adjoining St. George's Hospital. London: 
John Churchill, 1856. 

Ik tho monograph before ua, a reprint of sovoral nrticlcs which have already 
appeared in tho Medical Times and Gazette, tho author publishes his experience 
and views relative to tho curability of vnricoso veins. Tho chapters on his 
treatment aro prefixed by a general survoy of tho pathology of vnrix, and by a 
reviow of tho methods of euro hitherto adopted. 

Vnrix, Mr. Chapman defines to bo “every—tho smallest—dilatation of tho 
vessel, whereby its caliber is inoreased to a degree which may augment unduly 
the influence of gravitation in retarding tho blood's current, or which may ren¬ 
der tho valves iuofficient." Tho sources of obstruction to the euphonic current 
aro considered in detail, and tho viows of Sir Bonjnmin Brodio, rolntivo to tho 
superficial veins being alono tho seat of tho disease, aro substantiated. AVo 
would remind our roadors, however, that this fact has recently been denied by 
M. Yernouil, of Paris, who affirms that tho deep muscular veins aro always 
affected synchronously witli tho superficial ones; and that they oven may bo 
diseased without tho latter being at all involved. . 

The general and local predisposing causes of vans form a most interesting 
section in Mr. Chapman's book. As tho most powerful and constant of tho 
latter, ho enumerates tlio prcsonco of subacute or chronic inflammation, lhis 
fact ho considers n 3 not having been enunciated with sufficient distinctness 
heretofore. In tho summing up of tlio causes of vnrix, wo find tho following 
passa^o: “ In estimating tho comparative ihfluonco of mechanical and consti¬ 
tutional causes in tho production of tho disease, tho foregoiug details will, I 
think, indicato sufficiently tho slmro homo by each, namely, that whereas tho 
former aro often powerful enough alono to genorato it, in tho majority of cases 
they would not bo competent to originnto dilatation unless certain conditions 
of tho venous tissues preparatory thereto nlrcndy existed. Tlio first may bo 
immediate and active in their operation, tho others aro remote and predispos¬ 
ing ; but it is to tlio combination of the two causes that varicosity is ordinarily 
duo." 

In part second of tho work, Mr. Chapman considers tho palliative and cura¬ 
tive treatment of tho discaso. Tho curative treatment of varix, lio pertinently 
remarks, has liithorto beon conducted more with a view to tho obliteration of 
tho vessel, tliau with regard to tho re-establishment of its circulatory function. 
Such an object our writer doprecates, assuming, it scorns to us with justice, that 
even wero such an object accomplished, it could not properly bo called a euro, inas¬ 
much ns a compensating inoreaso in the caliber of collateral vessels must ensue, 
and the result bo simply a change ns to tlio locality of tho disease. All operate 
interference in tho treatment of varix, Mr. Chapman positively discards, whethor 
it bo by subcutaneous section, by ligature, or by the application of caustic to 
the veins. Ilis reasons for so doing aro twofold. In tho first plnce, ho alleges 
the danger of extensivo phlobitis; and secondly, ho affirms that even should no 
danger from phlobitis ensuo, every operation hitherto devised fails in tho great 
majority of cases in accomplishing tho object in view ; for ho remarks, ‘ Tho 
authors of such proposals too often overlook tho civeumatanco that ‘permanent 
obliteration oan only bo effected by a high degreo of phlebitis ; end consequently 
(hat tlio ultimate success of tlicso attempts must nlwnys bo directly propor ton- 
ato to the risk incurred; and that, in tho samo degreo in winch they contrive 
te diminish it, tlio chances of euro will also ho lessened.. 

In tlio pages dovoted to tlio palliative treatment of vnris, tho author considers 
tho application of tlio ordinary laced stocking, and whilst admitting its efficacy 
in tho earlior stages of the diseaso, or during pregnnnoy, ho still thinks that 
littlo in tho way of a pormanont euro is to bo hoped for through its agency. 
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The main object, however, of the publication seems to us to bo to bring be- 
fore tlio profession the treatment of varix adopted by tho author, and which he 
denominates curative. This treatment by wet strapping and bandaging, Mr. 
Chapman considers ns applicable to tho disenso in three stages. First, to simple 
uniform varix—the ordinary plaster strapping ho assorts is, under certain cir¬ 
cumstances, inconvenient, heating to tho skin, apt to produco excoriation, and 
preventive of tho application of lotions. Thcso unfavourable results Mr. Chap, 
man obviates by using instead of plaster, a bandngo of linen resembling thoordi- 
ii ary bandage o*f Seultetus. This being soaked in cold water, is applied bo as to 
envelop the limb from tho solo of tho foot to tho knee. Over this bandngo of strips 
a roller bandago is applied, and the whole directed to be kept continually moist, 
The advantages possessed by the application of wet straps aro assorted to be, 
the exertion of an even, equable compression, tho nbsonco of all danger of ex¬ 
coriation, and the great permeability of tho apparatus to the passage of fluids. 

In cases of long standing, vesicular, or sacculated varix, the same general 
method is recommended, with tho addition of firm compresses of lint upon each 
venous cluster. Should tho varix bo complicated by tho occurrence of inflam¬ 
mation, tho employment of the usual antiphlogistic local and constitutional re¬ 
medies is advised, combined with the wet strapping and bandaging. 

At the termination of the work a series of selected cascb aro introduced, in 
support of tho views and treatment previously enunciated. 

In conclusion, wo cannot lay asido this modest little monograph, without 
testifying to tho pleasure wo have derived from its perusal, wo regard it m 
a useful and practical contribution to tho study of tho pathology and treatment 
of an affection, troublesome and vexatious both to surgeon and patient. 

J.II.B. 


Art. XXIV .—A Review of the Present State of Uterine Pathology. By James 
IIexry Be.vxet, M. D., &c. &c., 8vo. pp. 70. Philadelphia, 1850: Blan¬ 
chard & Lea. 

The lending object of this review is to sustain tho correctness of tlnrviews 
in reference to uterino pathology, advanced by tho author, originally in the 
London Lancet, and subsequently, raoro fully developed and enforced in his 
work ou inflammation of .tho uterus, its cervix and appendages, by tho results 
of his own subsequent experience, tho facts adduced by others, and the admis¬ 
sions of thoso by whom tho validity of his views nro denied, llo examines at 
the same time, tho objections that have been brought against thcso views, and 
the opinions respecting uterino pathology generally that clash with them. 

The doctrine, that to inflammation of tho mucous membrane, or of tho pro¬ 
per tissue of the neck or body of tho uterus, with its varied sequela), are to 
bo referred tho great majority of instances of confirmed uterino suffering that 
coino uuder tho observation of tho medical practitioner, although when first 
announced by Dr. B., favourably received by a fow, was by tho more autho¬ 
ritative of the profession, opposed nnd rejected. The number by whom 
it has been sinco adopted, and acted upon in tho treatment of permanent 
functional derangements of tho uterino organs, and tho general conditions of 
dyspepsia, debility, nnd morbid cercbro-spinal innervation by which thcso are 
usually attended, has greatly increased—including eomo of tho most distin¬ 
guished members of tho profession in America as well as in Europe—still, how¬ 
ever, there nro not a few of equal eminence, from whom tho doctrine receives 
but little or no support. 

It is a curious circumstance, that upon a question which would appear to be 
one easily solved by a series of cautious observations, there should continue to 
exist bo wide a discrepancy of opinion among tho members of tho medical 
profession. That while, with Dr. Bcnnot, many rofer to inflammation and 
inflammatory lesions of tho uterus ns the primary cause of most of those 
forms of confirmed vital and functional uterine derangement described under 



